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Notice: This document is advisory only in nature and provided as a guide to help pilots and teams
prepare for the 2024 World Gliding Championships in Uvalde, Texas. As a guide, the contents herein
are inferior to the rules of the contest, the FAI, and the National Aviation Authorities regulations.
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WGC Pilot and Aircraft Requirements
l. Introduction

The 2024 World Soaring Championships in Uvalde, Texas is expected to draw as many
as 120 US and foreign competitors from more than 20 countries for a 3-week period of
sailplane racing. Being that the competition pilots and their aircraft will be governed by
the applicable regulations of the US Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), the
Federation Aeronautique International (FAI) via the International Gliding Commission
(IGC) and the 2024 World Gliding Championship Rules; appropriate documentation for
these pilots and aircraft will be important to ensure full compliance and uninterrupted
operations from a compliance standpoint.

The object of this White Paper is to detail the applicable requirements for the
competitors, gliders and equipment well enough in advance of their arrival that flying on
the first practice day is not hindered by certificate issues and that the conformity process
will progress smoothly.

Il. Pilots - Certification and Qualification

Follow the chart below for guidance on the certification and qualification of the pilots:

US Citizen

Flying a US Flying a Non-US Flying a US Flying a Non-US
Registered Glider Registered Glider Registered Glider Registered Glider
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2.1 US Citizen (with a US Certificate) flying a US Registered Glider

Note: Documents required to be carried in the glider or on your
person are underlined below

Requirements for the Pilot:

« Valid US Private Pilot’s Certificate or higher (no student pilot Certificate allowed)
with appropriate Category and Class Rating (ex. Private Pilot with Glider Rating).

« Approved for Aero Tows (this is expressly authorized unless specifically eliminated
on the pilot’s Certificate — example “Winch Launch Only”).

= A Medical Certificate is not required but technically the pilot without a medical
must have a written statement certifying that he has no medical defect that would
make him unable to pilot a glider.

e Flight Review IAW FAR 61.56 within 24 months.

 Recent Flight Experience IAW FAR 61.57 (only required if flying a 2 place glider
and carrying a competitor without a US Pilots Certificate)

* Meet the IGC Qualification Requirements (Annex A, 3.2)

o Hold a gold badge, or, hold a silver badge and have competed in at least
two National Championships;

o Have flown at least 250 hours as a pilot in command, of which at least 100
hours must be in sailplanes;

o Hold avalid FAI Sporting License.

2.2 US Citizen (with a US Certificate) flying a Non-US Registered Glider

Note: Documents required to be carried in the glider or on your
person are underlined below

Requirements for the Pilot:

- Valid US Private Pilot’'s Certificate or higher (no student pilot Certificate allowed)
with appropriate Category and Class Rating (ex. Private Pilot with Glider Rating)

« Approved for Aero Tows (this is expressly authorized unless specifically eliminated
on the pilot’s Certificate — example “Winch Launch Only”).

* A Medical Certificate is not required but technically the pilot without a medical must
have a written statement certifying that he has no medical defect that would make
him unable to pilot a glider.

* Flight Review IAW FAR 61.56 within 24 months

* Recent Flight Experience IAW FAR 61.57 (only required if flying a 2 place glider
and carrying a competitor without a US Pilots Certificate)

* Meetthe IGC Qualification Requirements (Annex A, 3.2)

o Hold a gold badge, or, hold a silver badge and have competed in at least
two National Championships;

o Have flown at least 250 hours as a pilot in command, of which at least 100
hours must be in sailplanes;

o Hold a valid FAI Sporting License
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2.3 Non-US Citizen flying a US Registered Glider

Note: Documents required to be carried in the glider or on your
person are underlined below

Requirements for the Pilot:

Must hold a valid US Private Pilot’s Certificate or higher (no student pilot Certificate allowed)
with appropriate Category and Class Rating (ex. Private Pilot with Glider Rating). Must also carry
Foreign Certificate on board. See paragraph V below for information on obtaining a US Certificate
based on a foreign equivalent.
Approved for Aero Tows (this is expressly authorized unless specifically eliminated on the pilot’s
Certificate — example “Winch Launch Only”).
A Medical Certificate is not required but technically the pilot without a medical must have a
written statement certifying that he has no medical defect that would make him unable to
pilot a glider.
Flight Review IAW FAR 61.56 within 24 months
Recent Flight Experience IAW FAR 61.57 (only required if flying a 2-place glider and carrying
a competitor without a US Pilots Certificate)
Meet the IGC Qualification Requirements (Annex A, 3.2)
o Hold a gold badge, or, hold a silver badge and have competed in at least two
National Championships;
o Have flown at least 250 hours as a pilot in command, of which at least 100 hours
must be in sailplanes;
o Hold a valid FAI Sporting License
O

2.4 Non-US Citizen flying a Non-US Registered Glider

Note: Documents required to be carried in the glider or on your
person are underlined below

Requirements for the Pilot;

Valid Pilot’s Certificate (no student pilot Certificate allowed) issued by the National Aviation
Authority for which the glider is registered with appropriate Category and Class Rating. Also,
in the case of Pilot and Aircraft Certification of EU countries (plus Switzerland) where cross
mixing is allowed.
Approved for Aero Tows
A Medical Certificate, if it is required by the National Aviation Authority.
Recent Flight Experience IAW FAR 61.57 (only required if flying a 2-place glider and carrying
a competitor without a US Pilots Certificate)
Meet the IGC Qualification Requirements (Annex A, 3.2)
o Hold a gold badge, or, hold a silver badge and have competed in at least two
National Championships;
o Have flown at least 250 hours as a pilot in command, of which at least 100 hours
must be in sailplanes;
o Hold a valid FAI Sporting License
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Il Aircraft — Certification and Qualification

Follow the graph below for guidance on the certification of gliders:

Glider

Non-US
Registered

Standard No
Certificate of Certificate of
Airworthiness Airworthiness

Standard Experimental

Certificate of Certificate of
Airworthiness Airworthiness

Go to 3.2 Go to 3.3

Go to 3.1

3.1 Requirements for a US Registered Glider with a Standard Certificate of

Airworthiness

Note: Documents required to be carried in the glider or on your
person are underlined below

e US Certificate of Airworthiness - Standard Certificate of Airworthiness (see Exhibit
A) - make sure the C of A shows the proper serial number and registration number
for the glider.

+ Hard copy of the Aircraft Registration (see Exhibit A) or a pink copy of the
Registration Application if the registration has changed in the last 120 days.

* Make sure the Registration is active. There is now a rule to confirm registration
every 3 years. This can be checked online at
https://registry.faa.gov/aircraftinquiry/ by searching the Registration Database
by N number.

« Current Weight and Balance.

* Approved Aircraft Flight Manual

Note - All placards shown in the flight manual must be properly applied to
the aircraft,

- The pilot should be able to provide proof that the aircraft has been inspected in
accordance with FAR Part 43.1(a)(1) within the last 12 months by an Annual
Inspection.
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3.2 Requirements for a US Registered Glider with an Experimental Certificate of
Airworthiness

Note: Documents required to be carried in the glider or on your
person are underlined below

 US Certificate of Airworthiness - Experimental Certificate of Airworthiness (see
Exhibit A) — The Experimental C of A must show the proper identification of the
glider — registration number, serial number, etc. There must also be a set of
Operating Limitations with the C of A which sets out the limitations for operation of
the glider. This is very important that they be onboard and you are in compliance
with the limitations.

- Hard copy of the Aircraft Registration (see Exhibit A) or a pink copy of the
Registration Application if the registration has changed in the last 120 days.

* Make sure the Registration is active. This can be checked online at
https://registry.faa.gov/aircraftinquiry/ by searching the Registration Database
by N number.

« Current Weight and Balance.

« Approved Aircraft Flight Manual
* Note - All placards shown in the flight manual must be properly applied to
the aircratft,

« The pilot should be able to provide proof that the aircraft has been inspected in
accordance with the continuing airworthiness inspections as shown on the
Operating Limitations. Generally this would be FAR Part 43 Appendix D within the
last 12 months by a Condition Inspection.

Note: Documents required to be carried in the glider or on your
person are underlined below

« Appropriate and Current Certificate of Airworthiness or equivalent issued by the
National Aviation Authority for the Country of Registration or equivalent.
« Proof of valid Registration with the National Aviation Authority for the Country of
Registration.
e Current Weight and Balance.
* Approved Aircraft Flight Manual
Note - All placards shown in the flight manual must be properly applied to
the aircraft,
« The pilot should be able to provide proof that the aircraft has been inspected in
accordance with the applicable regulation of the National Aviation Authority for the
Country of Registration.
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3.4 Requirements for a Non-US Registered Glider with no Appropriate and Current
Certificate of Airworthiness. Applies to Aircraft with a Permit to Fly or Equivalent.

Note: Documents required to be carried in the glider or on your
person are underlined below

Permit to Fly or equivalent issued by the National Aviation Authority for the Country
of Registration or equivalent.
Special Flight Authorization issued by the FAA in accordance with FAR 91.715
(see below for information in paragraph VI below on obtaining this authorization).
Current Weight and Balance.
Approved Aircraft Flight Manual
Note - All placards shown in the flight manual must be properly applied to
the aircraft,
The pilot should be able to provide proof that the aircraft has been inspected in
accordance with the applicable regulation of the National Aviation Authority for the
Country of Registration.

\A Equipment — Qualification and Certification

Note: Documents required to be carried in the glider or on your
person are underlined below

« Parachutes - proof of a recent parachute repack within the last 180 days in
accordance with FAR 91.307(a)(1),

« Transponder - If the aircraft is equipped with a transponder, proof of an inspection
IAW FAR 91.413 and FAR 43 Appendix F within the last 24 calendar months,

« Ifthe aircraft is equipped with an ELT, proof of an inspection IAW 91.207(d) within the
last 12 calendar months,

* Flight Recorders: (Annex A, 5.4)

FR’s approved by IGC before the beginning of Technical Checks and meeting the
requirements of the current version of Technical Specifications for GNSS Flight
Recorders shall be accepted.

A maximum of two FR’s may be desighated. One must be designated as primary.
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V. Foreign Pilot Certificate Conversion

US Federal Aviation Regulation FAR Part 61.75 makes provision for licensed foreign pilots of
any ICAO member state to apply for an FAA (US) Private Pilot Certificate, issued on the basis
of your foreign license.

The first step of the Foreign Pilot Certificate conversion process should be completed before
you even arrive in the U.S. It begins with the FAA verifying the authenticity of your Foreign
Pilot License. Here the FAA will verify the validity and currency of your Foreign Pilot License.
Once this has been completed (which can take up to three months depending upon the
response from your Aviation Authority) the FAA IACRA system will reflect Verification (Letter
of Authorization) when process is complete.

The applicant should immediately logon to https://iacra.faa.qov/IACRA/Default.aspx

Create an account, be assigned an FTN#, sign in, complete the US Pilot Conversion process
noted on front web page and upload Foreign Pilot Certificate as well as Medical Cert. (not
required for US Glider Certificate but load it if you have such). When you arrive in the U.S.
you must bring your Logbook, Foreign Pilot License, Foreign Pilot Medical, Passport and Visa
with you.

Our Certification Team will coordinate the issuance of your US Pilot Certificate at WGC in
Uvalde. We can also coordinate your required Flight Review.

Note: Your new FAA Pilot Certificate is based on your Foreign Pilot License. This means that you
required to carry both certificates with you.
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VI. Special Flight Authorization for Foreign Registered Gliders

If you need a Special Flight Authorization for your foreign registered glider, the following process is
required:

Applications for foreign aircraft authorizations shall be submitted on OST Form 4509, (Exhibit A),
to the following email address:

certification@wgc2024uvalde.com

Applications shall contain a proper identification (including citizenship) of the applicant (the
operator of the aircraft concerned) and of the owner thereof (if different from the applicant), a
description of the aircraft by make, model, and registration marks; and a full description of the
operations for which authority is desired, indicating type and dates of operations and number of
flights, and routing.

Applications shall be filed at least 15 days in advance of the proposed commencement date of the
operations.

If you have any questions about this process, please contact the Certification Team at
certification@wgc2024uvalde.com
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VIl. References / Guidance Materials and Point of Contacts

US Federal Aviation Regulations
o For pilots — FAR Part 61
o For Aircraft — FAR Part 43
o For Operations — FAR Part 91
See https://drs.faa.gov/browse/FAR/doctypeDetails

Federation Aeronautic International
o http://www.fai.org/

38" FAI World Gliding Championships Regulations
o RULES FOR WORLD AND CONTINENTAL GLIDING CHAMPIONSHIPS

US Aircraft Registration Database

o https://www.faa.gov/licenses certificates/aircraft certification/aircraft

registry/n _numbersAdditional Guidance Materia

o ACB61-65E - Certification: Pilots and Flight and Ground Instructors
o Guidance for obtaining a US Pilots License based on a foreign pilots license

FAA IACRA Website for Pilot’s Certificate conversion

o https://iacra.faa.qov/IACRA/Default.aspx

OST Form 4509 — Special Flight Authorization Application

o OST Form 4509
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Exhibit A

Example of Aircraft Registration Certificate

REGISTRATION NOT TRANSFERABLE

UNITED STATES OF AMERIGA
CEFARTMENT GF TRANSFORTATION - FEDERAL AVIATION AGMINISTRATION | must b b air
CERTIFICATE OF AIRCRAFT REGISTRATION BT whon apa 4 ved.

This cerillicals

MATIOMNALITY AND N 12345 ARCRAFT 6969
REGIETRATION MARKS SERIAL NO.

MANUFM:TURER AND MANUFMTURER'S DESIGNATION OF AIRCRAFT
NA
1ICAD .n.n:raﬁ Mdﬂss Cvdc-

g B syt
vued ot ragiate
3 ROBERT E. BARG P
v 300 MOERKLE ST The Fedaral dviation
E ANYTOWN, OHIOD Adminiaatian g
=] 12245 24 St PTG JEREL I
wirarship as bobween
T privacg pargm,
[}
It bs certied thatihe above described alicak has been onlered o the lnjﬂudﬂn Federal
Artatkons A alration, Unifeed 3o 4 Anisckid, s cgantions o mllh the & cpetn o
rratona) Ciel e cce Deaerater 7. 13 3t +ah o Foceral vt ek f £988, and Us, Deparioen:
requlazions Hastd thenunder,
DATE OF ISSUE Ftd!lfil Avialion
Febeusry 16, 1990 Dawdd TH Fnsorr ADMNISTRATOR | Adeiin atration

AT Form 8050.3(11/53) Supersedes previous editiens

Example of Standard Certificate of Airworthiness

SRATEY STARDE (o ablials
DEPANTMENT OF TRAKEADNTATION—FEDERAL AVIATION ADRMIMSTRATION
STANDARD AIRWORTHINESS CERTIFICATE

v osmncsautTa 1 e ACT RN A0 00N, 3 ABCRARTBRSL |4 CATEGORS
G TPl T kAP R b £
NI63I1A l PIPER PA-22-135 22-303 HORMAL

L Aﬂ'ﬂl‘ w-«um-umnﬂ

]
-n:-l--r-—-o-n—r—uw-cmuwwmammknwu D GO K
oo, g ran P
D Dy A 15 I SOt O, W Cord Arvablede's §A0 4. Skl B

[

NONE
& T D COMD G
Ut dimbwgs faverdeerd tstpeeded kel 50 4 Wt SR § ORErET BPRDSINRD Dy W OEERil W
St dorbinm o shscien o1 g B (80 M MV PRI G50 I R A
[ eni :
T rEr— (LT o e —— Y Y PR [T e
08-10-95 ) ____IL_AL;QLN W. HILLIAHS SW-FSDO-0KC
o pan Ted C‘*“‘AII okt DWVIH N THE RRCRAFT & lm"l‘l WATr APPLCABLT FEDRS,
ALE P PO AT IO
FAA Ferm B100-2 se SO0 aREaa
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Example of Experimental Certificate of Airworthiness

"UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION - FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTHATION
SPECIAL AIRWORTHINESS CERTIFICATE

CATEGORY/DESIGNATION EXPERIMENTAL

& PURPOSE OPERATING AMATEUR-EUILT AIRCRAEFT
B [manu-  INAME N/A
FACTURER [ ADDRESS N/
FAOM N/A
C [FueHT |5 N/A =
L= 4BSB SERIALNO. 94711
BUILDER MARK W. -J’ACOBS MODEL PITTS SIS
DATE OF ISSUANGE 04 — EXPIRY_UNLIM
E omrmsumrrmmsmm 04-01-95 AHREAPART OF THIS CERTIFICATE

DESIGNATION OR OFFICE NO.
OKC-MIDO-41

SEE REVERSE SI|

'll% bﬁ $1,000 or
nucwudl 3 um mscewn TEW E VEDI ICRAFT
anumm STB P s o

Example of Experimental C of A Operating Limitations

e

LS Dot Fighs Standiaech. Diaisict Ol 52 By Wiood Laew
o T sy ey

W00 TE Fan B2l G
Asierinisitation

EXPERMENTAL OPERATING LIAITATIONS

Operating Light-Spen Alrcralt
Phass 2
REG. MO 4 MODEL: SERIAL RO:
NIE Jom Avarion ML Spori B D000

NIOTE: Mo poron muy epersis outiids e aignod Mlight il arca prioe in the comphetion of phase 1
gt testing. Thi inschuabes the criry i the srcradl rasmicnasce rocoih, o fouined by brrdslion o

(1) N person may operate this sireraft for odher than the purpose of meeting the
regainements of § 91.319(h) during phase | flight iesting and, for the purpose of operaling
laght-speont ascrall, afler mecting those requarcments o stated m the progras kiler
(required by § 21.19%) for this aircrait. In addition, this aircrait must be operated in
accordance with applicahle air traffic and general operating rules. of part %1 and sl
mddithomal limitaisoss herein preseribed under the provisions of § 913 19e). These
operalg lmsstions s 3 pam of Form 81 307, must be canmsed b the alreraft at all
tames, and nuast be available to the pilot m command of the asrerail,

(2) This ircraft muss display the word “experimental™ in accordsnce with § 43.23(h)

() This mrcrafl docs nol medt the rquirements of the spplicable comprehensive and
detailed arworthiness code as pronvided by Annex 8 1o the Convention on Intermational
Civil Aviation The owner'operator of this aircraft must obtain written permission from
another CAN before operating thes airorafi in or over that couniry, That writen
permisnen fusl be canmiod shoard the ascrall 1ogather with the ULS, airwonthings
certificate amd, upon request, be made available wo an AS]or the CAA in the country of
operalion.

(4) Applicaizon musi be made 1w the peographically responsable FSICH or MIETID for any
revision Lo thess aperating bim

(5) Dhering phase | light iesting bo meet the requirements of § 91.3159(b), or as a resuli of
I incorpoeation of & magor chasge, sl Nights must e conducted withis: @ 25 nawical
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OST Form 4509 (Foreign Aircraft Special Flight Authorization)

Appaoved by OMB
No. 2106-0002
Expires 11/30/87

DO NOT WRITE—FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Q

LS. Department of Transporation

APPLICATION FOR FOREIGN AIRCRAFT PERMIT |
OR SPECIAL AUTHORIZATION
UNDER PART 375

(Sae Instructions On Reverse Side)

TO: Depariment of Tansportation
Licensing Division, P-45
Office of Aviation Operations
Washington, D.G. 20590

1. Name and address of applicant: (operator)

Natlonality:

Dispesition of Applications:

O Approved

[l Approved, subject to condition(s) on
reverse,

for

vy
cited on reverse,

Unaer authority

Effective from _______ to

Director, Office of Aviation Operations

Operations pursuant to this autherization
shall conform to Part 375 of the Depart-
ment's Regulations and Part 81 of the
Federal Aviation Regulations. THIS PERMIT
MUST BE CARRIED ABOARD AIRCRAFT
DURING FLIGHT OVER UMITED STATES
TERRITORY.

2, Send authorization to:
a. Name and address;

3. Aircraft make, model, and registration or identification marks:

b Talephone:

4. Country in which aircraft |5 registered:

5. Mame and address of registerad awnar of airoratt:

6. Nama and address of contractor/charteser:

7. Dates of flights:

8. Planned routing of flights {indicate non.

ic stops by asterisks):

a of (e it (Gheck one):
Passenger Carge O Agricultural or Industrial cperation L1
0. Does the nation which is Icile of th iy carrlers a privilege similar to thal requested hersin?.

if 55, has the fact of such reciprocity been established with the Department?.
Departmant, provide documentation o estabiish such reciprocity,

1f the fact has not bean astablished with the

OST Form 4509 (Rev. 2/20/86)

OST Form 4509
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