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prepare for the 2024 World Gliding Championships in Uvalde, Texas. As a guide, the contents herein 

are inferior to the rules of the contest, the FAI, and the National Aviation Authorities regulations. 
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WGC Pilot and Aircraft Requirements 
 

 
The 2024 World Soaring Championships in Uvalde, Texas is expected to draw as many 
as 120 US and foreign competitors from more than 20 countries for a 3-week period of 
sailplane racing. Being that the competition pilots and their aircraft will be governed by 
the applicable regulations of the US Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), the 
Federation Aeronautique International (FAI) via the International Gliding Commission 
(IGC) and the 2024 World Gliding Championship Rules; appropriate documentation for 
these pilots and aircraft will be important to ensure full compliance and uninterrupted 
operations from a compliance standpoint. 

 
The object of this White Paper is to detail the applicable requirements for the 
competitors, gliders and equipment well enough in advance of their arrival that flying on 
the first practice day is not hindered by certificate issues and that the conformity process 
will progress smoothly. 

 

 
Follow the chart below for guidance on the certification and qualification of the pilots: 

 

 

 

I. Introduction 

II. Pilots - Certification and Qualification 

Pilot 

US Citizen Non-US Citizen 

Flying a US 
Registered Glider 

Flying a Non-US 
Registered Glider 

Flying a US 
Registered Glider 

Flying a Non-US 
Registered Glider 

Go To 
2.1 

Go To 
2.2 

Go To 
2.3 

Go To 
2.4 
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2.1 US Citizen (with a US Certificate) flying a US Registered Glider  
 

 
Requirements for the Pilot: 

• Valid US Private Pilot’s Certificate or higher (no student pilot Certificate allowed) 
with appropriate Category and Class Rating (ex. Private Pilot with Glider Rating). 

• Approved for Aero Tows (this is expressly authorized unless specifically eliminated 
on the pilot’s Certificate – example “Winch Launch Only”). 

• A Medical Certificate is not required but technically the pilot without a medical 
must have a written statement certifying that he has no medical defect that would 
make him unable to pilot a glider. 

• Flight Review IAW FAR 61.56 within 24 months. 

• Recent Flight Experience IAW FAR 61.57 (only required if flying a 2 place glider 
and carrying a competitor without a US Pilots Certificate) 

• Meet the IGC Qualification Requirements (Annex A, 3.2) 
o Hold a gold badge, or, hold a silver badge and have competed in at least 

two National Championships; 
o Have flown at least 250 hours as a pilot in command, of which at least 100 

hours must be in sailplanes; 
o Hold a valid FAI Sporting License. 

2.2 US Citizen (with a US Certificate) flying a Non-US Registered Glider  
 

 
Requirements for the Pilot: 

• Valid US Private Pilot’s Certificate or higher (no student pilot Certificate allowed) 
with appropriate Category and Class Rating (ex. Private Pilot with Glider Rating) 

• Approved for Aero Tows (this is expressly authorized unless specifically eliminated 
on the pilot’s Certificate – example “Winch Launch Only”). 

• A Medical Certificate is not required but technically the pilot without a medical must 
have a written statement certifying that he has no medical defect that would make 
him unable to pilot a glider. 

• Flight Review IAW FAR 61.56 within 24 months 

• Recent Flight Experience IAW FAR 61.57 (only required if flying a 2 place glider 
and carrying a competitor without a US Pilots Certificate) 

• Meet the IGC Qualification Requirements (Annex A, 3.2) 
o Hold a gold badge, or, hold a silver badge and have competed in at least 

two National Championships; 
o Have flown at least 250 hours as a pilot in command, of which at least 100 

hours must be in sailplanes; 
o Hold a valid FAI Sporting License 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Note: Documents required to be carried in the glider or on your 
person are underlined below 

Note: Documents required to be carried in the glider or on your 
person are underlined below 
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2.3 Non-US Citizen flying a US Registered Glider  
 

 
Requirements for the Pilot: 

• Must hold a valid US Private Pilot’s Certificate or higher (no student pilot Certificate allowed) 
with appropriate Category and Class Rating (ex. Private Pilot with Glider Rating). Must also carry 
Foreign Certificate on board.  See paragraph V below for information on obtaining a US Certificate 
based on a foreign equivalent. 

• Approved for Aero Tows (this is expressly authorized unless specifically eliminated on the pilot’s 
Certificate – example “Winch Launch Only”). 

• A Medical Certificate is not required but technically the pilot without a medical must have a 
written statement certifying that he has no medical defect that would make him unable to 
pilot a glider. 

• Flight Review IAW FAR 61.56 within 24 months 

• Recent Flight Experience IAW FAR 61.57 (only required if flying a 2-place glider and carrying 
a competitor without a US Pilots Certificate) 

• Meet the IGC Qualification Requirements (Annex A, 3.2) 

o Hold a gold badge, or, hold a silver badge and have competed in at least two 
National Championships; 

o Have flown at least 250 hours as a pilot in command, of which at least 100 hours 
must be in sailplanes; 

o Hold a valid FAI Sporting License 
o  

2.4 Non-US Citizen flying a Non-US Registered Glider 
 

 
Requirements for the Pilot: 

• Valid Pilot’s Certificate (no student pilot Certificate allowed) issued by the National Aviation 
Authority for which the glider is registered with appropriate Category and Class Rating.  Also, 
in the case of Pilot and Aircraft Certification of EU countries (plus Switzerland) where cross 
mixing is allowed. 

• Approved for Aero Tows 

• A Medical Certificate, if it is required by the National Aviation Authority. 

• Recent Flight Experience IAW FAR 61.57 (only required if flying a 2-place glider and carrying 
a competitor without a US Pilots Certificate) 

• Meet the IGC Qualification Requirements (Annex A, 3.2) 
o Hold a gold badge, or, hold a silver badge and have competed in at least two 

National Championships; 
o Have flown at least 250 hours as a pilot in command, of which at least 100 hours 

must be in sailplanes; 
o Hold a valid FAI Sporting License 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Note: Documents required to be carried in the glider or on your 
person are underlined below 

Note: Documents required to be carried in the glider or on your 
person are underlined below 
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Follow the graph below for guidance on the certification of gliders: 

 

 
 

 

 

 
• US Certificate of Airworthiness - Standard Certificate of Airworthiness (see Exhibit 

A) - make sure the C of A shows the proper serial number and registration number 
for the glider. 

• Hard copy of the Aircraft Registration (see Exhibit A) or a pink copy of the 
Registration Application if the registration has changed in the last 120 days. 

• Make sure the Registration is active. There is now a rule to confirm registration 
every 3 years. This can be checked online at 

https://registry.faa.gov/aircraftinquiry/ by searching the Registration Database 

by N number. 

• Current Weight and Balance. 

• Approved Aircraft Flight Manual 
Note - All placards shown in the flight manual must be properly applied to 
the aircraft, 

• The pilot should be able to provide proof that the aircraft has been inspected in 
accordance with FAR Part 43.1(a)(1) within the last 12 months by an Annual 
Inspection. 

 
 

 

III. Aircraft – Certification and Qualification 

Go to 3.2 
Go to 3.1 

Experimental 
Certificate of 

Airworthiness 

Standard 
Certificate of 
Airworthiness 

Non-US 
Registered 

 

Glider 

US Registered 

Standard 
Certificate of 

Airworthiness 

No 
Certificate of 

Airworthiness 

Go to 3.3 Go to 3.4 

3.1 Requirements for a US Registered Glider with a Standard Certificate of 
Airworthiness 

Note: Documents required to be carried in the glider or on your 
person are underlined below 

https://registry.faa.gov/aircraftinquiry/
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• US Certificate of Airworthiness - Experimental Certificate of Airworthiness (see 

Exhibit A) – The Experimental C of A must show the proper identification of the 
glider – registration number, serial number, etc. There must also be a set of 
Operating Limitations with the C of A which sets out the limitations for operation of 
the glider. This is very important that they be onboard and you are in compliance 
with the limitations. 

• Hard copy of the Aircraft Registration (see Exhibit A) or a pink copy of the 
Registration Application if the registration has changed in the last 120 days. 

• Make sure the Registration is active. This can be checked online at 

https://registry.faa.gov/aircraftinquiry/ by searching the Registration Database 

by N number. 

• Current Weight and Balance. 

• Approved Aircraft Flight Manual 

• Note - All placards shown in the flight manual must be properly applied to 
the aircraft, 

• The pilot should be able to provide proof that the aircraft has been inspected in 
accordance with the continuing airworthiness inspections as shown on the 
Operating Limitations. Generally this would be FAR Part 43 Appendix D within the 
last 12 months by a Condition Inspection. 

 

 

 
• Appropriate and Current Certificate of Airworthiness or equivalent issued by the 

National Aviation Authority for the Country of Registration or equivalent. 

• Proof of valid Registration with the National Aviation Authority for the Country of 
Registration. 

• Current Weight and Balance. 

• Approved Aircraft Flight Manual 
Note - All placards shown in the flight manual must be properly applied to 
the aircraft, 

• The pilot should be able to provide proof that the aircraft has been inspected in 
accordance with the applicable regulation of the National Aviation Authority for the 
Country of Registration. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

3.2 Requirements for a US Registered Glider with an Experimental Certificate of 

Airworthiness 

Note: Documents required to be carried in the glider or on your 
person are underlined below 

3.3 Requirements for a Non-US Registered Glider with an Appropriate and Current 
Certificate of Airworthiness 

Note: Documents required to be carried in the glider or on your 
person are underlined below 

https://registry.faa.gov/aircraftinquiry/
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• Permit to Fly or equivalent issued by the National Aviation Authority for the Country 

of Registration or equivalent. 

• Special Flight Authorization issued by the FAA in accordance with FAR 91.715 
(see below for information in paragraph VI below on obtaining this authorization). 

• Current Weight and Balance. 

• Approved Aircraft Flight Manual 
Note - All placards shown in the flight manual must be properly applied to 
the aircraft, 

• The pilot should be able to provide proof that the aircraft has been inspected in 
accordance with the applicable regulation of the National Aviation Authority for the 
Country of Registration. 

 

 

 
• Parachutes - proof of a recent parachute repack within the last 180 days in 

accordance with FAR 91.307(a)(1), 

• Transponder - If the aircraft is equipped with a transponder, proof of an inspection 
IAW FAR 91.413 and FAR 43 Appendix F within the last 24 calendar months, 

• If the aircraft is equipped with an ELT, proof of an inspection IAW 91.207(d) within the 
last 12 calendar months, 

• Flight Recorders: (Annex A, 5.4) 

• FR’s approved by IGC before the beginning of Technical Checks and meeting the 
requirements of the current version of Technical Specifications for GNSS Flight 
Recorders shall be accepted. 

• A maximum of two FR’s may be designated.  One must be designated as primary. 
  

3.4 Requirements for a Non-US Registered Glider with no Appropriate and Current 
Certificate of Airworthiness. Applies to Aircraft with a Permit to Fly or Equivalent. 

Note: Documents required to be carried in the glider or on your 
person are underlined below 

IV. Equipment – Qualification and Certification 

Note: Documents required to be carried in the glider or on your 
person are underlined below 
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US Federal Aviation Regulation FAR Part 61.75 makes provision for licensed foreign pilots of 
any ICAO member state to apply for an FAA (US) Private Pilot Certificate, issued on the basis 
of your foreign license. 
 
The first step of the Foreign Pilot Certificate conversion process should be completed before 
you even arrive in the U.S. It begins with the FAA verifying the authenticity of your Foreign 
Pilot License. Here the FAA will verify the validity and currency of your Foreign Pilot License. 
Once this has been completed (which can take up to three months depending upon the 
response from your Aviation Authority) the FAA IACRA system will reflect Verification (Letter 
of Authorization) when process is complete. 

The applicant should immediately logon to https://iacra.faa.gov/IACRA/Default.aspx 

Create an account, be assigned an FTN#, sign in, complete the US Pilot Conversion process 
noted on front web page and upload Foreign Pilot Certificate as well as Medical Cert. (not 
required for US Glider Certificate but load it if you have such).  When you arrive in the U.S. 
you must bring your Logbook, Foreign Pilot License, Foreign Pilot Medical, Passport and Visa 
with you.  

Our Certification Team will coordinate the issuance of your US Pilot Certificate at WGC in 
Uvalde.  We can also coordinate your required Flight Review. 

 
 
 
Note: Your new FAA Pilot Certificate is based on your Foreign Pilot License. This means that you 
required to carry both certificates with you.

V. Foreign Pilot Certificate Conversion 

https://iacra.faa.gov/IACRA/Default.aspx
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If you need a Special Flight Authorization for your foreign registered glider, the following process is 
required: 
 
Applications for foreign aircraft authorizations shall be submitted on OST Form 4509, (Exhibit A), 
to the following email address: 
 

certification@wgc2024uvalde.com 

 
Applications shall contain a proper identification (including citizenship) of the applicant (the 
operator of the aircraft concerned) and of the owner thereof (if different from the applicant), a 
description of the aircraft by make, model, and registration marks; and a full description of the 
operations for which authority is desired, indicating type and dates of operations and number of 
flights, and routing.  
 
Applications shall be filed at least 15 days in advance of the proposed commencement date of the 
operations.  
 
If you have any questions about this process, please contact the Certification Team at 

certification@wgc2024uvalde.com

VI. Special Flight Authorization for Foreign Registered Gliders 

https://www.transportation.gov/sites/dot.gov/files/docs/form4509%20fillable.pdf
mailto:certification@wgc2024uvalde.com
mailto:certification@wgc2024uvalde.com
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VII. References / Guidance Materials and Point of Contacts  

US Federal Aviation Regulations 

o For pilots – FAR Part 61 
o For Aircraft – FAR Part 43 
o For Operations – FAR Part 91 
See https://drs.faa.gov/browse/FAR/doctypeDetails 

 
Federation Aeronautic International 

o http://www.fai.org/ 

 

38th FAI World Gliding Championships Regulations 

o RULES FOR WORLD AND CONTINENTAL GLIDING CHAMPIONSHIPS 

US Aircraft Registration Database 

o https://www.faa.gov/licenses_certificates/aircraft_certification/aircraft_
registry/n_numbersAdditional Guidance Materia 

 

o AC 61-65E - Certification: Pilots and Flight and Ground Instructors 
o Guidance for obtaining a US Pilots License based on a foreign pilots license 

FAA IACRA Website for Pilot’s Certificate conversion 

o https://iacra.faa.gov/IACRA/Default.aspx 

OST Form 4509 – Special Flight Authorization Application  

o OST Form 4509 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://drs.faa.gov/browse/FAR/doctypeDetails
http://www.fai.org/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.fai.org_sites_default_files_sc3a-5F2023.pdf&d=DwMGaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=g4wFGpq91FoiwAzOdqFmtA&m=6tNwoyEtGw-ZfZJ_U9nL5lAWlbt2_F8U9c-QEzHV5gYOBcdQOD7lgS6EUOCMK4ap&s=DnWFdyppXwu28m533FtEc0qd7I-u-NfUG9KrsiqfGiI&e
https://www.faa.gov/licenses_certificates/aircraft_certification/aircraft_registry/n_numbers
https://www.faa.gov/licenses_certificates/aircraft_certification/aircraft_registry/n_numbers
https://iacra.faa.gov/IACRA/Default.aspx
https://www.transportation.gov/sites/dot.gov/files/docs/form4509%20fillable.pdf
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Exhibit A 
 

 
Example of Aircraft Registration Certificate 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Example of Standard Certificate of Airworthiness 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.faa-aircraft-certification.com/images/aircraft-registration-certificate.jpg
http://www.m0a.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2009/09/Airplane-ground-schools-standard-airworthiness-certificate-300x188.jpg
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Example of Experimental Certificate of Airworthiness 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Example of Experimental C of A Operating Limitations 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://airplanegroundschools.com/Flight-Manuals-and-Other-Documents/Aircraft-Maintenance/Airplane-ground-schools-special-airworthiness-certificate-sample.JPG
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OST Form 4509 (Foreign Aircraft Special Flight Authorization) 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
OST Form 4509 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.transportation.gov/sites/dot.gov/files/docs/form4509%20fillable.pdf

